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1 The Pres ident  re fe r red  t o  t he  recent  change of regime i n  
Libya, The Tunisian Foreign Secre tary  said the  first 
impressions of  t he  new regime were not p a r t i c u l a r l y  encouraging. 
Some of i t s  pronouncements sounded Ba th i s t ,  The coup had 
happened almost too  quickly. Libya was perhaps due f o r  a 
change but  norv t.he danger was t h a t  t h e  pendulum would srdng 
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too  f a r  i n  t he  ot'her d i rec t ion .  Tunisia  had hoped Libya 
would remain a  no-man's land, a  bu f f e r  zone between Tunisia  
and t h e  r a d i c a l  governments t o  the  East  bu t  now Tunisia  had 
much reason t o  be concerned, The race f o r  fnf luence  i n  Libya 
was on6.. - I raq ,  Syria ,  Egypt would a l l  t r y  t o  inf luence  
Libya' s new leaders .  

I The President  asked about t he  a t t i t u d e s  of Tunisian youth - 
, dfd they,cont$nue t ,o  f e e l  s t rongly  about t h e  Pa l e s t i ne  

refugee problem, f o r  eiample? Bourguiba Jr, confirmed t h a t  
t he  Middle Eas t  ques t ion  was capable of arousing emotions 

I f n  Tunisia.  The Pres ident  r eca l l ed  t h a t  Pres ident  Bourguiba 
had spoken t o  him i n  1957 about t h e  problem of Egyptian 
teachers  exported throughout the  Arab world. Bourguiba Jr. 
agreed t h a t  they had been an  unhelpful f a c t o r  - Tunisia  
had never been w i l l i ng  t o  receive any, and even Algeria  
found it had:- t o  g e t  r i d  of those it had admitted. 

Pres ident  Nixon s a i d  it was unfortunate Tunisia  had not  been 
a major benef ic ia ry  of t h e  l a r g e  o i l  d i scover ies  i n  North 
Africa,  bu t  he was never theless  encouraged t o  l e a r n  t h a t  
Tunisia  was going forward with i t s  development. He under- 
stood t h a t  t he  Foreign Nin i s te r  had had d iscuss ions  with 
Secre tary  Rogers about t he  problem of the  Tunisian armed 
forces .  The Pres ident  sa id  he vrould l i k e  t o  ask  f rankly  
whether Tunisia  faced a se r ious  problem of i n t e r n a l  secur i ty .  
Was the  problem increased by the  new s i t u a t i o n  along t he  
Libyan border? 

Bourguiba Jr. answered t h a t  of course t he r e  was some grumbling, 
as i n  every country, bu t  t h e  Tunisian government kept a  
c a r e f u l  eye on publ ic  opinion and was t r y i n g  t o  keep 
domestic unres t  wi th in  bounds. Recently, f o r  example, it 
had "changed gears"  on i t s  program of cooperat ives because 
pub l ic  opinion w a s  not ye t  ready t o  t o l e r a t e  too  rapid an 
advance i n  t h i s  respect .  Tunisia  was not  dogmatic i n  i t s  
p o l i c i e s ,  but  pragmatic. 

The Pres ident  sa id  he wished t o  speak j.n candor about t h e  
problem of arms de l i ve r i e s .  T h i s  was an i s s u e  which of 
course ra i sed  domestic d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  us. Yet here was 
a country l i k e  Tunisia  tihich had always placed t he  emphasis 
on c i v i l  au tho r i t y  and which had never sought an arms capaci ty  
d i rec ted  aga ins t  anyone e l s e .  We had apprecia ted  Pres ident  
Bourguiba's g r ea t  courage i n  speaking ou t  f o r t h r i g h t l y  on 
t h e  g r e a t  i s s u e s  of the  day - even when t h i s  was no t  always 
the  popular t h ing  t o  do a t  t he  moment and sometimes not  even 
a mat ter  of d i r e c t  importance t o  Tunisia .  He could ins tead  
have talcen t he  popular and demagogic pos i t ion .  
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I The Pres iden t  s a i d  he f e l t  it w a s  important t he r e fo re  t h a t  
Tun is ia  have whdt it r e a l l y  needs and t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  
do what i t  reasonably could t o  help meet these  needs. 

Secre ta ry  Rogers confirmed the  P re s iden t ' s  impression 
t h a t  t h e  ques t ion  of add i t i ona l  arms a i d  was a l ready  
under review i n  Washington a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  conversat ion 
he had had e a r l i e r  t h i s  week with t h e  Tunisian Foreign 
Minis ter  and t h a t  we were hopeful of some kind of answer 
f o r  t h e  Foreign Minister  before he l eaves  t h i s  country. 
The Secre ta ry  added t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  mat ter  of m i l i t a r y  

/ a s s i s t a n c e  was important f o r  t he  reasons a l ready  given bu t  a l s o  
as a boost  t o  t he  morale of the  Tunisian people. 

Bourguiba Jr. r e a d i l y  agreed. Tunisia ,  he sa id ,  was l i k e  
t he  p i ece  of  ham i n  a  sandwich. The ham needed a bone - 
a d e t e r r e n t  t o  anyone who t r i e d  t o  gobble i t  up. 

The Pres ident  said add i t i ona l  arms a i d  w a s  l i k e l y  t o  cause 
us  a p o l i t i c a l  problem here, bu t  t he  Administration was 
prepared t o  cope wi th  it. The Pres ident  s a id  he f e l t  it 
very important t h a t  t he  nat ions  of t h e  world, l i k e  Tunisia,  
which presented no m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  t o  anyone and which 
were t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  decently,  not  be allowed t o  f a l l  because 
of inadequate defensive means. Thei r  peoples must have 
s u f f i c i e n t  confidence t h a t  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  requi reaents  
a r e  be ing met so t h a t  they can success fu l ly  pursue t h e i r  
cons t ruc t i ve  peace-time goals.  

The Pres iden t  then commented on what he c a l l e d  the  
t e r r i b l y  d i f f i c u l t  problem of t he  Middle East .  He s a i d  we 
know t h a t  t h e  K d d l e  East  quest ion p r e sen t s  a very s p e c i a l  
d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  those  coun t r i es  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  genera l  p a r t  
of t h e  world. We a r e  t r y i n g  our b e s t  t o  be  fair  and t o  
find some b a s i s  f o r  set t lement .  He could no t  be very 
op t imi s t i c  at t h e  moment about t h e  outlook, bu t  on t h e  
o t h e r  hand we cannot give up t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a solu t ion .  
I f  t h e  Foreign Minister  found a good so lu t ion ,  he should 
c e r t a i n l y  l e t  us know. 

Bourguiba Jr. sa id  he would be f a i l i n g  his duty  t o  be frank,  
as f r i e n d  t o  f r i end ,  i f  he d id  not  warn t h a t  some of t he  
comments on the  Middle East  i n  t h e  P re s iden t ' s  General 
Assembly speech today would be badly received by t h e  Arabs. 
Some of t h e  phrases  would seem t o  them t o  be leaning t o  
t h e  s i d e  of t h e  I s r a e l i s .  For example, t h e  Pres ident  had 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  1967 r e so lu t i on  "maps t h e  way" t o  a  s e t t l e -  
ment. This  would sound t o  Arab e a r s  l i k e  t h e  I s r a e l i  t h e s i s  
t h a t  t h e  r e so lu t i on  i s  only a  s t a r t .  The Secre tary  said 
t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a d i f fe rence  between a "start" and something 
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that "maps the way". The latter implies a great deal more 
about the guide-lines for negotiation. 

The President noted we had already had a complaint from 
the Is-raelis about hLs skatement that there should not be any 
substantial change of the borders. This was a very signifi- 
cant part of his comments. We believe in the 1967 resolution. 
There is no doubt that there is a lot more to be spelled out 

1 and of course it takes two to make an agreement. But the 
If i resolution mapsf' the trip to be taken. Now it is necessary 

for the parties to take it. We are trying hard to be fair to 
both sides and to stay in the middle. We earnestly seek peace 
in the area and the Tunisian Foreign Minister could reassure 
his reasonable Arab colleagues of our intentions. Bourguiba, r 
Jr. remarked that unfortunately there were fewer and fewer t : 
falling in this category. i 

In closing, the Tunisian Foreign Secretary congratulated 1 
the President for the courageous stand he had taken in his 
speech not only on Vietnam but also on the Chinese question. 
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